INTRODUCTION                               17

Chinese culture. The Chinese are concerned about the
"building of the Kingdom of God on earth. They are
interested more in the life-transforming character of religion
than in its life-transcending quality. It is understood that
we can develop detachment only if we fulfil the instinctive
demands. The condition of gaining insight is freedom
from desires, ambitions and passions which bind us to the
visible world. This freedom, however, results from the
intelligent fulfilment of instinctive demands and not from
their premature repression. We must obey the laws of the
-earth, if we wish to know the truths of spirit. It is the
duty of the religious man not to withdraw from the scene of
mankind's social agony but to save the world. The religious
ceremonial 'in the period preceding Confucius was chiefly,
concerned with the material well-being of the community^
and it determined the bent of the Chinese mind in the direc-
tion of political, social and moral thought Naturally the
teachings of Confucius were conditioned by this fact. His
ideal was a well-ordered society composed of individuals
trained in social values. Social stability is possible only if
society is based on ethical principles. The emphasis on
social stability is sometimes so great as even to subordinate
personal rectitude.1

Only for a religious man social efforts and institutions
are the outcome of .divine aspirings. Confucius said some
caostic words to those who inclined to withdraw from
society out of disgust for it. 'I cannot herd with birds and
beasts, and if I may not associate with mankind, with whom
am I to associate? Did right rule prevail in the world, I

Tediscovercd the Tao, the principle by which the Ancestors ruled over the
-world. They set forth codes of ethics and systems of beliefs, each claiming
to possess the secret art whereby the Ancestors had regulated men's lives
in the past.

1. "In my part of the country,4 the Duke of She remarked to Confucius,
'there is a man so upright that when his father stole a sheep he testified
against him.* 'Where I come from,* returned Confucius, *we have other
ideas of uprightness. A father screens his son and a son screens his father.1
The fundamental relationship which exists between father and son is more
important than individual rectitude.
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